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186 Hebbaioa 

designation of the different meters. The volume is particularly helpful 
from the great number of examples it gives. Sievers's conclusions are 
supported by such weighty arguments that they will probably commend 
themselves to the great mass of readers. But however this may be, he 
has performed a lasting service by his insistence on precision and clear- 
ness — he will have no vagueness or slurring-over. His appeal is to a 
good ear and common-sense, and the breadth of his learning and his 
earnestness impart to his exposition a fulness of matter and a warmth 
of coloring that are not always found in works of this character. 

C. H. Tot. 
Hakvaed University. 



THE POETICAL POKTIONS OF JEREMIAH.' 

For some reason unknown to the public, it was not deemed best 
promptly to publish the new edition of Cornill's Jeremiah for the Haupt 
series, and after fifteen months or so of waiting, the distinguished author, 
with the approval of the editor, determined to issue a special brochure, 
containing the Hebrew text of the metrical portions of the book. In this 
we find the following passages with such emendations as are deemed 
satisfactory by the author: Jer. 1:14-19; 2:26—3:5; 3:19-25; 4:3— 
5:12; 5:14-17,19, 21-31; 6:1-30; 8:5-10a, 13-23; 9:1-22; 10:2-5, 
12-14, 16-24 ; 11 : 15, 16, 18-23 ; 12 : 1-3, 6-13 ; 13 : 18-27 ; 14 : 2-9, 17-22 ; 
15:5-10, 15-21; 16:19,20; 17:5-11,13-18; 18:13-23; 20:7-12, 14-18; 
21 : 13, 14 ; 22 : 6, 7, 10, 13-16, 20-23, 28, 30 ; 23 : 1-6, 9-17; 30 : 5-9, 126-21 ; 
31 : 1-34 ; 38 : 22 ; 46 : 2-12, 14-26 ; 47 : 1-48 : 3 ; 48 : 6, 10, 11, 14, 16-20, 25, 
28, 32, 35, 38, 39, 44, 47 ; 49 : 1-5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 23-33, 36-38 ; 50 : 2-29, 31-46 ; 
51 : 1-14, 20-58. 

The author alludes in the preface also to detached tetrastichs in 1 : 10 ; 
7 : 29 ; 13 : 14 ; 14 : 10 ; 16 : 9 ; 29 : 7; 32 : 14, and to cases where two or three 
of these are found in proximity in 22 : 2, 4 ; 23 : 22-24 ; 24 : 5, 6 ; 29 : 11-13. 
He refers also to the tristich in 1 : 5 and compares it with the tristichs of 
10 : 2-5, 12-14, 16, which he had included in the body of the work. All 
other portions, not simply prose, he brings under the head of "rhythmical 
prose." Consistency seemed to him to demand the latter treatment of 
20 : 14-18, which he arranges in three tetrastichs and two tristichs, but 
he states that he had not the courage to reject this passage from his 
metrical parts. 

The attempt to arrange these passages in poetic form is a worthy one. 
So far as they are taken from the Massoretic text, the lines are for the 
most part not unsuitable ; and many emendations having for them the 
evidence of the LXX are to be adopted. Cornill reaches the conclusion, 
however, that for the most part the poetry of the book should be grouped 
in stanzas of eight lines each, and from this conclusion the reviewer must 
dissent for the following reasons : 

1 Die meteischen StBcke des Bdches Jeremia. Eeconstruiert von D. Carl Eeinrich 
Cornill, Professor der Theologie an der Universitat Breslau. Leipzig:; J, C, Sinrichs'sche 
Buchhandlung, 1901. 
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1. It is true that this strophic division is not unnaturally suggested 
by 1 : 14, 15 ; 2 : 2, 3, 18, 19, 36, 37; 3 : 1, 2, 3 ; 4 : 9, 10, 19, 20a, and other 
verses, but these so-called octastichs may be regarded equally well as 
made up of tetrastichs, if indeed in 4 : 19-21 ; 6 : 1-5, 11, 26, and else- 
where, we do not more naturally discover hexastichs, or combinations of 
distichs and tetrastichs. Some positive infelicities result from the 
arrangement by eights ; e. g., 2 : 27 is more naturally connected with 
vs. 26 than with vs. 28a; 286 with 28a than with 29; and it is of course 
fairly open question whether 2 : 286, enlarged from the LXX, and occur- 
ring in the Hebrew of 11 : 13 in the form that the LXX here assumes, is 
after all a genuine passage, but Comill's meter demands the words. 

2. Save for the necessities of the theory, we see no reason to expunge 
from the Hebrew text many phrases excluded by Professor Cornill, nor to 
introduce some that he adds to it ; e. g., without reckoning single words, 
he dismisses nm^ ^^353,2:15; nin • • • . H^S, 2:24; D''3S • • • • "'S, 

2:27; "^ny^ni, 3:2; HIH^ DW, 4:9; DbTTIT nSH, ITSTH, 

4:16; "^b • • • • "Jini, 4:18; Httn 0^313 .... D^31, 4:22; 1X3 
lbs . ■'. ., 4:29; irDlffil . . . .lb?, 6:10; 5:13 in full; IT ... . tS>n, 
6:3. He adds to the text 133TX nx 13''t3n i^b, 3:25; TlbX mXSS 

bxnTr% 6:15; Hn ^nyjr bsi, 6:i9. 

It is not in favor of Comill's theory that a large number of his lines are 
of disproportionate length. Among these are XIH .... "lOyn > 2 : 14 ; 
D-'ni .... --nai^m, 2:25; irSTCn .... 1T5n,4:5; .... tT'riTrai 
1!alpX3,4:7; n^TT .... "J^ny, 4:7; ■'STT . . . . nS1,4:30; . . . . D«1 
^12333, 5:9; TTi^b . . . . ■'33n, 5:14. 

3. We cannot agree to the exclusion of 4:1,2 from the book, nor to 
that of the whole of 16:5-7; 17:1-4; 22:17-19, and several other 
passages, from the metrical portion of the book. 

It will probably not be possible to arrange the poetical portions of 
Jeremiah in stanzas of equal length. Tetrastichs with the even-num- 
bered lines of the stanzas somewhat shorter than the others are most 
numerous, as is well maintained by Duhm in his recent commentary, 
but the many occurrences of distichs and tristichs in our present book 
disincline the present writer to find the tetrastich the invariable charac- 
teristic of Jeremiah's poetry, as Duhm seems to do. 

Space will not permit us to follow the author in his chronological 
arrangement of passages, including the displacement of 2 : 14-17 and of 
parts of chap. 31, nor can we examine in detail his careful textual work 
upon this book. Some emendations have given the reviewer particular 
satisfaction ; e. g., the exclusion of 8 : 106-12 from the original text of the 
eighth chapter and the adoption of 1"iT for "mi in 5 : 31. For the latter 
change, the present writer has been accustomed to refer to Mic. 3 : 11. 

A few errors of copying may be pointed out : P. 18, 1. 11, for 49 : 1-6 

read 49 : 1-5 ; p. 25, 1. 12, for 29 read 30 ; p. 29, 1. 5, for 31 : 2-6 read 31 : 

2-5 ; Register, 1. 3, for 15 : 17-20 read 15 : 17-21 ; Register, add 38 : 22. 

Charles Rupus Brown. 
The Newton Theological Institdtion, 
Newton Centre, Mass. 



